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Abstract
Hans Slechta
Many of the Slavic languages in the modern world have up to six grammatical cases
which denote the function of a given noun in a sentence. These cases can be traced back to the
Proto-Slavic language, the ancestor of all the modern Slavic languages. In this project, I will
research the morphology of the case systems in the Slavic languages, and I will proceed to use
this research to form a hypothesis for a reconstruction of the morphology of the Proto-Slavic
case system. I will compare my hypothesis to existing theories for the Proto-Slavic case system,
and I will argue for the accuracy of my hypothesis in cases where they differ.
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Statement of Purpose
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In my project, I will be studying the grammatical case morphology of Proto-Slavic
through the grammatical case morphology of the modern Slavic languages. I plan to use the
Comparative Method, a tool of Historical Linguistics, to attempt to reconstruct the grammatical
case morphology of Proto-Slavic, independently of the prior research done on Proto-Slavic. I
plan to look at the case morphology of Slavic languages in all three of the major sub-families:
Southern, Eastern, and Western. Using the existing models from the modern Slavic languages, I
will work on a reconstruction of Proto-Slavic case morphology which has eventually changed
into the case morphology that we see in the modern Slavic languages. I will then, within a
research paper, compare my reconstruction with the currently accepted reconstruction of ProtoSlavic, and I will argue the strengths of my reconstruction where it differs from the current
model. If the current model perfectly matches my reconstruction, then I will just provide my
methods and reasoning for my decisions in the reconstruction.
In the field of Historical Linguistics, there is a need for constant review of current
theories, based on the facts that new discoveries could reveal new information about the old
languages and that there is no way to definitively prove a hypothesis about a language which is
no longer spoken. For those reasons, further studies of proto-languages are always important to
the field of Historical Linguistics. I am also interested in pursuing this topic as a starting point
into the study of Proto-Slavic. I am interested in the similarities and differences in modern Slavic
languages, and I’m interested in studying Proto-Slavic to see if I can determine where some of
these differences originated. There are also some interesting features of Slavic languages which
are currently unexplained or unsatisfactorily explained, and I would like to dive into those

questions at some point in the future. I hope to use this project as a solid introduction for my own
personal study of Slavic languages and the Proto-Slavic reconstructed language.
I will carry out this research here in Ithaca, at Cornell. The resources I need are primarily
books and journal articles that I can find through Cornell’s library. These resources include some
books that focus on Slavic languages or Slavic linguistics in general, some books that are studies
of specific daughter languages of Proto-Slavic, some books that focus on individual grammatical
cases in one or many Slavic languages, and one book that summarizes the work done on ProtoSlavic inflectional morphology, including grammatical case morphology. I will use this last
book, Proto-Slavic Inflectional Morphology: A Comparative Handbook, by Thomas Olander, as
the primary source for the current theory on Proto-Slavic morphology. If needed, I will also
locate and add grammars or dictionaries of certain Slavic languages to my existing bibliography,
if I discover that I need additional information about a specific phenomenon that I discover while
working.
Since I will not be the first person to study Proto-Slavic grammatical case morphology,
there are numerous sources describing different theories that have been proposed for how the
morphology of the Proto-Slavic case system looked. Since I am hoping to find the parts of these
theories that I agree with and provide arguments against the parts of these theories that I don’t
agree with, I will be trying not to let the current theories of Proto-Slavic influence my initial
reconstruction. I will, however, consult the Olander source to match up my theory against the
currently accepted theory, after finishing my initial reconstruction. While Olander will be my
major source for the currently accepted theory, I will also be looking at older sources that have
other linguists’ reconstructions of certain aspects of Proto-Slavic’s case system. It’s possible that
one of the older sources would match my reconstruction better than the modern sources, leading

to an instance where I would heavily rely on the older source in my comparison. I would argue
for my reconstruction, taking into account the original reasons for why the older reconstruction
had been abandoned for the modern view.
As nothing can be definitively proven in historical linguistics without the discovery of
previously unknown ancient texts, I hope to provide an additional voice of support to the parts of
the current reconstruction which agree with my reconstruction, and I hope to add a voice to the
conversation about parts of the reconstruction which disagree with my reconstruction. The field
is constantly reanalyzing the current models of proto-languages which we have little to no
written evidence of, and I hope to insert my research into this part of the field, reevaluating how
accurately the current model of Proto-Slavic reconstruction reflects the language that the early
Slavs would have spoken. We might not be able to fully ascertain the intricacies of the language
they spoke, but with more voices and more opinions being introduced to the field of historical
linguistics, we can reconstruct a pretty close facsimile of how the Proto-Slavs would have
spoken.

Sources:
Andersen, Henning. “The New Russian Vocative: Synchrony, Diachrony, Typology.” ScandoSlavica, vol. 58, no. 1, 20 Mar. 2012, pp. 122–167., doi:10.1080/00806765.2012.669918.
Arumaa, Peeter. Urslavische Grammatik: Einführung in das vergleichende Studium der
slavischen Sprache. Vol. 3, Carl Winter, 1985.
Bräuer, Herbert. Slavische Sprachwissenschaft. De Gruyter, 1961.

Mareš, František Václav, and Angela Bergermayer. Diachronische Morphologie des Ur- und
Frühslavischen. P. Lang, 2001.
Meillet, Antoine. Le slave commun. Champion, 1965.
Moser, Michael. Der Prädikative Instrumental: aus der historischen Syntax des
Nordostslavischen von den Anfängen bis zur petrinischen Epoche. P. Lang, 1994.
Olander, Thomas. Proto-Slavic Inflectional Morphology: A Comparative Handbook, BRILL,
2015. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral-proquestcom.proxy.library.cornell.edu/lib/cornell/detail.action?docID=2028196.
Pugh, Stefan M. A New Historical Grammar of the East Slavic Languages. Lincom Europa,
2007.
Schenker, Alexander M. The Dawn of Slavic: An Introduction to Slavic Philology. Yale
University Press, 1995.
Timberlake, Alan. The Nominative Object in Slavic, Baltic, and West Finnic. Otto Sagner, 1974.
Vaillant, Andre. Grammaire comparée des langues slaves. Vol. 2, IAC, 1958.
Vaillant, Andre. Grammaire comparée des langues slaves. Vol. 4, IAC, 1974.

