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Modernization and a need for efficiency in our everyday lives has lead to increased 

consumption of packaged and processed products, pesticides, drugs, etc. Though convenient, 

these products periodically include substances damaging to both living organisms and the 

environment in a variety of fashions, including disrupting the endocrine system. Endocrine 

Disrupting Compounds, or EDCs, are particularly damaging as the endocrine system is 

quintessential in the development of any organism. Lack of regulation in developing countries as 

well as a nascent understanding of EDCs in both their formation and effects may already be 

disturbing human and animal health worldwide--some EDCs have been shown to act similarly to 

xenoestrogens, and it is suspected that they play a role in the earlier onset of puberty in 

developing countries, provoking the question of what other effects EDCs may have on a system 

as delicate and paramount as the endocrine system. 

Over the summer, I will be imaging the neurons of zebrafish at 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 

and 19 days old to understand and establish the baseline response pattern of zebrafish neurons 


















